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Potential Rural Economic Development Opportunities

Data centers

Indoor agriculture

Aquaculture

Resource driven manufacturing

Food and beverage manufacturing

Renewable energy

Alternative energy (hydrogen, energy storage, modular nuclear reactors)

Logistics



What Are Site Selectors Looking For?

Speed to market

Talented workforce

Available land

Infrastructure

A community that is a good partner



How to Enhance Speed to Market

▪ Convene stakeholders early to get problems out of the way

▪ Fast track approval processes/ombudsman

▪ Tap third party consultants







How to Enhance Land Availability

▪ Build community consensus on where development should occur

▪ Update zoning and planning classifications to allow for desired development

▪ Assemble data about the site (soil conditions, permit needs, impediments to 

development)

▪ Secure site control

▪ Establish a sales price



Energy Availability, Sourcing, and Reliability

▪ Do you have the power infrastructure to support development you desire?

▪ Have utility ROW routes been identified to serve future development sites?

▪ Do you have access to “real” renewable energy at an affordable price?

▪ Are power lines and substations protected from storms/weather/animal 

intrusions?

▪ Have you conducted studies/have plans for water/sewer expansion if 

required?  

▪ What’s the path to getting a plant expansion permitted?



Fire and Emergency Services Considerations

▪ What is the rating of your fire station?

▪ Do you have the right equipment?

▪ Volunteer vs. full time fire services

▪ Handling of hazardous materials and chemicals

▪ Security access



Noise

▪ Proximity to residential areas

▪ How does the noise ordinance treat industrial development?

▪ Mitigation activities



















Disadvantaged Communities/Justice 40 Map



Questions or Comments?
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